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OVIkSIGBT BZAIIMG ON BOMGZLA?,

?UISUAXT TO ?.L. 99-239

Thursday, Movombez. lb, 1989

Souse of Representatives,

Subcommittee on Insulaz ●nd IntexnatSonal

Affairs,

Committee on Intaxioz ●d Insular Affaizs,

Washington, B. C.

The subcommittee set, puzsuant to call, ●t 10:40 ● .m., Sn

15

16

17 EOOB 132Q, Longuoxth Rouse Office Bu~lding, Ron. Eon de Lugo

18[ [chairman of the subcommittee], pxasiding.

— -.



/“
...

(
.

1

a

a

4

s

6

7

a

9

10

11

12

13

14

1s

16

17

18

----

811$20090

S?TS ZXISNAM

BCMM SUNIZL

OVZBSIGBT BEABIMG OX BOMGZLA?,

?UMUAXT TO ?.L. $9-2S9

Thuxsday, Movombex.16, ~989

?AGI 1

Souse of X*pxesentatives,

Subcomitt*e on Insular ●nd IntexnatSonal

aiinizs,

Committee on Xntexioz and Xnsulsz Affaixs,

Washington, 3. C.

The subcommittee ●et, puzsuant to call, st 10:40 ● .s., in

Zoom 132M, Longuoxth Souse 0ff3ee %uild$ng, son. Ron de Lugo

[chairman of the subco==Stt*el, ?xesiding.
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1747 SZATZXZNZ O? JOHN L. UZI?(BARDT, ?XIMCI?AL BE?UTY ASSISZAM7

1748 SECBE?ABY, BZ7E?(SZ ?IOGRA?IS, U.S. BZPASTXZXT 0? ZMEXGY

1749

1750 Mx. RZIXHASDT. Thank you, ?fz. Chaiman. I ●ppxec18t* th

9757 xamar)c ●bout not being xasponslble, but Z think that you md

17S2 other ●mbezs of the eomittee hav~ I think sdequatoly

$753 ohaxactezlzed that ●y citizen of this aountzy does have ●

1754 responsibility. I shaxe Sn that viou, ●long with you ●nd

17s5 ●esbexs of this body.

17S6 xx . DE LUGO. I thank you fox that obsezvstion.

1757 Hz. MZINEARD7. ?hank you, six.

1758 It is ● pleasure fox ● e to ●ppear befoxe you this morning

1759 As you Introduced ● e, I ● m the ?zincipal Baputy fox Befense

1760 ?xogrms, 3ep8rt9ent of Znezgy.

1761 As you ● xe uell ● usre, %Snce the confirmation of Admixal

1762 MatMins In ?ebzuazy of this yaaz, he had ●ade 8s one of his

1763 top pxioxities the institution of ● nau cultuxe ufthin the

1764 Department that places gxeat ●aph-sis on the importance of

176S the ●nvironment, safety ●id health ●attexs, ●nd particularly
\

1766 those related to the dafense ●pplications m~thin the

1767 Sepaxtment. Se has addressed these ● roms vozy vigorously

1768 ●nd ●ggzssslvely, ●nd ●ajoz zevieirs axe undsruay in

1769 literally ●vezy categoxy of ●ctivity uithin the Dapaztment,

1770 be they ueapons production or xesaarah ●ctivities, usth 8

1771 view touazd safsty ●nd health factors, as MO1l ● s th~
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●environment.

Today’s

that Z th$nlc

heaxing, Hr. Chairman, is thm flxst o}poxtunity

any ●mber of the Department has had to ●ppeaz

before you ●rid ?ezhaps xm~resent this nau culture ●mbodied

In Admiral Uatkins. The subject of this hcaz~ng Ss of

utmost eoneezn to us. Set me besin by satthg forth soBe of

th~ background.

Me, ● s ● eountxy, ●ccept 4u11 responsibility for

compensation to the citizens of the Marshall Islands

resulting from tha Bzavo avent, ● s uell ● s othez t~sting

betueen 19U6 ●nd 1958.

As you are uell ●uaxe, the Coapact of Free Association

Act, passed in 1986, provided <ox ● full ●nd final

settlement of claims ●rising from the nuclear testing

program. This Act ●lso required, under saction 103(h) that

the Bepaztmnt of Enargy shall continue to provide speciml

●edical cmxa ●nd logistical support to the remaining ●embers

of tha population who ueze ●xposad to radiation by the Bzavo

●vant.
<

Yinally, the Act zaqulztd,fundex section 103(i), that the

data of th~ Department of Znaxgy zelating to the .

radiological conditions on Rongelap rasultin~ from the test

bs X*Vi@M*d by ● qualified scientSst. Dz. 8@nxy Kohn,

mentionad ●axlisx today, uas s-lectad 8s this indapsndent

●xpert to conduct this IavS@M, ●nd he Mill ba ?rasenting his

. . . . . . - . . . - - - -— .--———- —- .-.. .. .. . .
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findings l-tex Sefox. the oommlttos.

Mev*xth*less# Xx. Chairman, the Scczatsxy xocognizes this

eom=ittee’s daep ●d Isgitimate eonuezn on this ●att~z ●nd

Sntends to give the issues raised by the Eongelap people ●

●dditional r~vieu. I can ●ssure you ●nd tha Xongelap Feople

that such ● reviau will be done ●s ●xpeditiously ms

poss$bla. Ma plan to zepezt the zesults of this

compr~henslve zevleu, uhtch Mill ●ISO include ● zevieu of

the ●ssembl~d data, by next summez.

Let ● hasten to ●dd that the technical data in support o:

the Department’s current position has been xevieued by

numerous ●xperts ●nd the Rongelap Reassessment ?xoject.

Zhezefore, Me stand by these data. ~QC /
2!3 /4-

A ●eeting betman x~px~sentmtivas of the Bongelapese ●nd

the Secretary’s ●anel fox tho XvaluntSon of Epidemiology

Xeseazch Activities uithin the Departmnt has bean scheduled

for next ●onth. Zhis ●sslon 1s to permit the Bongelapese

to shaxa tholr viaus ulth ●cknoulotged ●xpcxts uhmrged Mith

revieuing the Department’s ovarall a?ldesiology FxoszaB.
\

The ●xecutivt dir*ctoz of that >anel has ●ssuzad

Dopartmntal officials that the laput of the Songtlap people

Mill ba uonsid~xod in ●xamlaing tha ●ethods ●d SZoeesoes

cuzxently used by SOI to tevalop Sts polley la ●mtt.xs uhexe

apidamiolo~y Ss $mpoxtant In msolvlng lcsuas.

Me plan to ●lso Invite the vieus of thoso uithin DOE uho

#
4
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have worked on those Issues fox ●any yoazs, ● s Men ● s Dz.

Kohn of the Xongelap Reassessment ?zojoct, ●nd U* Mill

SnvSte the ●ttendance of the Scientific Advlsozy ?anel of

th~ Xucleax Claims Tribunml, ●s ●stablished undez the

compact Act.

In sumBazy, Hr. Chairman, ●nd ●ambexs of tho subcommittee,

ue pledge to you thst uith the uoopermtlon of the Rongelap

paople, the Department of Bnezgy Mill conduct ● n ●dditional

xevieu on the Issues xaised ●nd Mill objectively ●valumte

their *exits. It Is our Intention that this xevieu be

completed uithin six ●onths.

I thank the committee fox the chance to ●ppeax befoxe you,

●nd X uill take ●ny questions that you ●ay have.

[The statement of John L. Reinhardt follous:]
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Mr. 32 3CUG0. Zet ● smy, 3@czetazy ?Seinh8xdt# this is

very good neus thmt YOU’VQ brought to this oommittee. I

● m, ue havs be~n gottlng the run ●xound ●nd UQ’VO baen

deal~ng with ●dministrations that have baen intransigent in

the ?mst. You just tell Admixal Matkins that it’s good to

h~V* him ●bosrd. I m V@Zy ?leased u~th uhat You h~ve said

heze this ●oxning to this oommittoe.

First of ●ll, Youx statment is ● V@XY bold onet uh@r@ YOI

say the United States ●ccepts full xesponsibil~ty fox

compensation to citizens of the ?farshall Islands resulting

fxos the nuclaaz testing pzogxam conducted fxom 1946 to

1958, uhexe you’re setting up ● ?zogzm that Me uould ●xpect

to get ● conclusion uithan six ●onths--is that cozxect?

MI. MZINHARDZ. That’s right, SiZ.

Mr. DE LUGO. I’8 V@Xy pleased.

I uant to ●sk you to take ● ●essage back to Socxetaxy

Watkins, thst this subcommittee is vezy ●ppreciative of the

neu approach, 01 8S YOU X@feI to it, the JMU CultUXe 8t the

Znezgy Department. Believe ●,,tt ~S welcomed. Me uould
1

like to see ● OXe of that. Admiral MatkSns is to be

oowended.

Fox the fizst time mithin my ●emozy--and I*ve basn 8 •emb~

of this cosmittee ●nd Congxess foz many, ●any years--the

Department of Znezgy is milling to take ● n obj~ctlvo--and I

stxass the uoxd “objectlv~’t--ae~ look ●t tha position St


